get it right®

PRODUCT
LIFECYCLE
MANAGEMENT

- Good control of CAD and closely
related data (the PDM Vaullt).

-Rigid Part/Assembly Lifecycle
definition and execution.

- Shared Gantt charting tool not
well integrated with Lifecycles.

-Reduces CAD related cycle times
and costs.

VDOT™

-Superior information flow
visibility.

- Project management completely
integrated with workflow.

-Easy and flexible for team
members to define / modify /
execute any process.

-Easy to use with diverse data
flows (CAE, Office, CAD, ...).

-Can share context (Project,
Version, Group, ..) with data
management systems (PLM, SLM,
Web Portal...).

-Reduces product development
related cycle times and costs.

@ simulation systems integration

VDOT™ - COMPLEMENTS PLM

FLEXIBLE LEAN WORK MANAGEMENT Capture
ORCHESTRATES DIVERSE TEAM PROCESSES,
DATA SOURCES AND CONTROLLED

CAD LIFECYCLES

Process owners themselves easily define, execute and manage project processes
with unsurpassed information flow visibility involving diverse applications, data
formats and data stores - including PDM and PLM Lifecycles - with Vdot™.

PLM systems provide product development designers two important benefits: a data vault to
manage CAD parts and assembly hierarchies, and CAD “Lifecycle” management (the sequences
of steps that happen to an object in the vault). A Lifecycle can be associated with a Gantt
chart task, but the individual Lifecycle steps lack project management attributes. Lifecycles are
typically implemented by trained IT staff and are difficult to modify if needed.

Not designed to replace PLM systems, Vdot™ can leverage the part hierarchy management in
PLM systems but does not provide that function itself. Vdot™’s workflow + project management
environment is significantly different from PLM Lifecycles (though superficially similar). Poorly
linked in PLM, the complete integration of workflow and project management in Vdot™ gives
several advantages. Each sub-process or atomic step in Vdot™ has project management attributes.
Therefore the project/processes can be tracked to any level of detail needed. Different sub-
project workflows are not separated by a disjoint Gantt chart tool so information flows between
Lifecycles or sub-processes are clearly defined and well managed.

Unlike PLM Lifecycles, Vdot™ workflows clearly define all the needed information flows
between tasks. Tasks have as many inputs and deliverables of as many formats as needed. They
can be assigned to human resources and associated with any needed application (CAE, office
productivity, data management, ...). This is all done in a graphical interface designed for process
owners themselves without the need for any coding.

PLM Steps =

Vdot™ processes often involve other enterprise
systems, in this case a PLM-based Design

Data Management System and the Cradle
Requirements Management System from 3SL.

WWWw.esi-group.com
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USE VDOT™ TO MANAGE YOUR PROJECT AND COORDINATE YOUR CAD
AND NON-CAD PROCESSES

Teams using Vdot” often use PLM
and other systems (SLM, Web
Portal, ...) to manage some of their data. Vdot™
does provide a level of data management for
“free” as data is flowed between steps in the
defined processes. The process definition
provides the schema, no additional work is
necessary to manage the data. The Vdot™
process defined schema may be all that is
needed. Also, the process may involve data
flows between disparate systems, including
the default Vdot™ managed file system.
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Typically, when a PLM or other system is
involved several such systems are involved e
(e.g. PLM(s) + Web Portal + shared drives). In
this case the actual inputs and deliverables
are stored in the various systems and Vdot™
manages the flows between them. The CAD

Lifecycles are typically defined and executed Vdot™ Orchestrates Team Activities o=
in the PLM system. These Lifecycles are Across Tools and Systems -

orchestrated with the rest of the project [ [ Tt v
activities by the Vdot™ process. In a similar

manner, task automations in a platform like

Visual Basic or ESI's Visual-Process Executive

are managed by Vdot™. In the case where CAD

Lifecycle flexibility is more important than Vdot™ is built on Java technology to support your multiple
rigid control these processes can be done in platform requirements.

Vdot™ as well.

For more information, please visit: www.esi-group.com/vdot

ABOUT ESI GROUP

ESI is a pioneer and world-leading provider in virtual prototyping that takes into account the physics of materials. ESI has developed an extensive suite of
coherent, industry-oriented applications to realistically simulate a product’s behavior during testing, to fine-tune manufacturing processes in accordance
with desired product performance, and to evaluate the environment’s impact on performance. ESIs solutions fit into a single collaborative and open
environment for End-to-End Virtual Prototyping, thus eliminating the need for physical prototypes during product development. The company employs over
750 high-level specialists worldwide covering more than 30 countries. ESI Group is listed in compartment C of NYSE Euronext Paris. For further information,
visit www.esi-group.com.
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